
Appendix 333

The Answer of the Virginia Commissioners to the foregoing protest.

WHEREAS, on the 7th of October last, a paper was deliver'd to us by

the Commissioners of N. Carolina, in the Stile of a Protest, against our

carrying any farther, without them, the dividing Line between the 2 Gov-

ernments, we, the underwritten Commissioners on the part of Virginia,

having maturely considered the reasons offer'd in the said PROTEST,
why those Gentlemen retir'd so soon from that Service, beg leave to re-

turn the following answer:

They are pleas'd in the first place to allege, by way of Reason, that hav-

ing run the Line near 50 Miles beyond the Inhabitants, it was Sufficient

for a long time, in their Opinion for an Age or two. To this we answer

that, by breaking off so soon, they did but imperfectly obey his Majesty's

Order, assented to by the Lords Proprietors. The plain meaning of that

Order was, to ascertain the Bounds betwixt the two Governments as far

towards the Mountains as we cou'd, that neither the King's Grants may
hereafter encroach on the Lords Proprietors', nor theirs on the Right of

his Majesty. And tho the distance towards the great Mountains be not

precisely determined, yet surely the West line shou'd be carry'd as near

them as may be, that both the King's Lands and those of their Lordships,

may be taken up the faster, and that his Majesty's Subjects may as soon as

possible extend themselves to that Natural Barrier. This they will cer-

tainly do in a few Years, when they know distinctly in which Government

they may enter for the Land, as they have already done in the more north-

ern parts of Virginia. So that 'tis Strange the Carolina Commissioners

should affirm, that the distance only of 50 Miles above the Inhabitants

wou'd be sufficient to carry the Line for an Age or two, especially con-

sidering that, two or three days before the date of their Protest, Mr. Mayo
had enter'd with them for 2000 Acres of Land, within 5 Miles of the Place

where they left off. Besides, if we reflect on the richness of the soil in

those parts, & the convenience for Stock, we may foretell, without the Spirit

of Divination, that there will be many Settlements higher than those Gen-

tlemen went, in less than ten Years, and Perhaps in half that time.

Another reason mention'd in the Protest for their retiring so soon from

the Service is, that their going farther wou'd be a needless charge and

Trouble. And they alledge that the rest may be done by one Surveyor

on a side, in an easy manner, whenever it shall be thought necessary.

To this we answer, that Frugality for the Public is a rare virtue, but

when the public Service must suffer by it, it degenerates into a Vice. And
this will ever be the Case when Gentlemen Execute the orders of their

Superiors by halves, but had the Carolina Commissioners been sincerely

frugal for their Government, why did they carry our Provisions Sufficient

to support them and their Men for ten Weeks, when they intended not to

tarry half that time? This they must own to be true, since they brought

1000 lbs. of Provisions along with them. Now, after so great an Ex-


